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See the ‘Light’
12:30-5 p.m. Wednesdays and

Thursdays, 12:30-8 p.m. Fridays,
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturdays and

Sundays / 608 E. Olive Ave. / free /
(559) 266-2691

In “Existing Light,” which
continues through Dec. 28 at
Spectrum
Art Gallery,
Fresno City
College
photography
instructors
Greg
Hubbard
and Thom
Halls shift
from their
traditional
documenta-
ry photogra-
phy to new
adventures.

Hubbard’s work is based on
architectural designs while
Halls’ concentrates on a more
whimsical approach to design
and form.

7

A holiday classic
8:30 p.m. today and Saturday,
2 p.m. Sunday / 2nd Space

Theatre, 928 E. Olive Ave. / $15,
$14 seniors and students /
(559) 266-0660, gcplayers.com
It’s just not the holidays

without a retelling of Charles
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol.”
You know the story. It’s what
happens to money-grubbing
Ebenezer Scrooge one misera-
bly cold night in London. It
starts with a visit from the
ghost of his profiteering
partner, Jacob Marley, who
learned his lesson too late but
hopes to lead Scrooge to a
different path. Told countless
times in film and on stage, the
2nd Space troupe brings its
expertise to this production,
which wraps up this weekend.

Sky lights
6-9 p.m. through Monday / Castle
Air Museum, 5050 Santa Fe Drive,
Atwater / $3, free to ages 4 and

younger / (209) 723-2178
These holiday lights aren’t

on homes or wrapped around
trees. Instead, decorations are
laid out around vintage
aircraft at Castle Air Museum
for “Christmas Plane Lane.”
While the historic planes can’t
be decorated, the grounds have
been adorned with lights and
other decorations. Planes on
display include B-52s and the
SR-71 Blackbird, the fastest
plane in the world. Admission
is free with donations such as
shampoo, conditioner, deodor-
ant, toothpaste and other
nonperishable items for care
packages for troops.

THOM HALLS

Ice Cube in the ‘Raw’
7 p.m. today / Crest Theatre, 1170 Broadway St. /

$42 / timgardeapresents.com
Ice Cube’s career is nothing if not a study in contrast.
He’s the guy who once was the angry face of gangster rap.
And he’s also

the actor making
family-friendly
movies like “Are
We There Yet?”
and “The
Longshots.”

These days,
he’s back
wearing that rap
hat, having
released “Raw
Footage,” his
ninth solo album,
in August.

Cube’s backing
that up with a
tour that in-
cludes a stop
tonight at Crest
Theatre in
Fresno.

InKredible shows
3 and 8 p.m.

Saturday / Tower Theatre,
815 E Olive Ave. / $15-$25 /

(559) 485-9050
You’ve seen magician

Justin Kredible on the
“Rachael Ray Show.”
Now he’s coming to
Fresno for a few shows
this weekend. Kredi-
ble is giving two
performances at the
Tower Theatre on
Saturday, a family
show at 3 p.m. and an
adult show at
8 p.m. The reigning
Entertainer of the
Year 2008, according
to Campus Activities
magazine, Kredible
has toured with
singer Jason Mraz.
Kredible also will
give a free
performance at
3:30 p.m. today at
Woodward Park

Regional
Library.

A feat of clay
Through Jan. 30; 1-5 p.m. Tuesdays-
Saturdays / Clark Center for Japanese

Art & Culture, 15770 10th Ave.,
Hanford / $5, $3 students,

free to ages 12 and younger /
(559) 582-4915, ccjac.org

If your idea of ceramics are
pots and vases, this show will
open your eyes to what can
happen through creativity and
artistry. “Generosity in Clay:

Modern Japanese Ceramics From
the Natalie Fitz-Gerald Collec-
tion” showcases 54 works from 30
Japanese artists. Fitz-Gerald lives
in Santa Fe, N.M., and collected
the pieces from 1984 to 1994. They
range from tiny incense boxes to
6-foot wall installations. Artists
represented include Kitaoji
Rosanjin (1883-1959), considered
one of the great Japanese
ceramic artists.

In living ‘Technicolor’
8 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 2 p.m.
Sunday / Reedley Opera House, 1720
10th St., Reedley / $18-$24 / reedley
rivercitytheatre.org, (866) 977-6500
Forget the basic black coat as a

fashion statement. In Reedley, the

style is a coat of many colors. The
River City Theatre Company,
which performs in the historic
Reedley Opera House, is in its
last weekend of the cheery
“Joseph and the Amazing Tech-
nicolor Dreamcoat.”

GREG HUBBARD
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FINE ARTS
Christmas Concert: A European Christmas,
presented by Bach Children’s Choir, 7 p.m.
Saturday. Clovis North Educational Center, Paul
Shaghoian Concert Hall, Chestnut and International
avenues, 226-6500. $5, $3 students.
Christmas Concert, presented by Kings Symphony
Orchestra, 4 p.m. Sunday. Hanford High School,
Grangeville Boulevard and Douty Street, Hanford,
924-2300. $12, $10 seniors, $5 students.
Festive Holiday Concert: Beethoven’s Fifth
Symphony, presented by Mariposa Symphony
Orchestra, 7 p.m. Saturday. Mariposa County High
School, 5074 Old Highway N, Mariposa, (209)
966-3155. $6, $4 students.
Hear the Christmas Story in Song as a
Cantata, 10:30 a.m. Sunday. United Christian

Church, 1038 W. Shields Ave., 227-2050.
The Nutcracker, presented by Lively Arts
Foundation, 2 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday
and 2 p.m. Sunday. Saroyan Theatre, 700

M St., 445-8200, www.ticketmaster.com.
$15-$50.

THEATER
A Christmas Carol, 2nd Space Theatre, 928 E.
Olive Ave., 266-0660, gcplayers.com. 8:30 p.m.
today and Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday. $15, $14
seniors and students.
Something’s Afoot, through Jan. 11. Roger
Rocka’s Dinner Theater, 1226 N. Wishon Ave.,
266-9494, gcplayers.com. 8 p.m. Wednesdays and
Thursdays; 8:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 1:30
and 7:30 p.m. Sundays. Dinner or brunch served
before shows. $25-$45.

ART MUSEUMS
Arte Américas, 1630 Van Ness Ave., 266-2623,
(800) 232-7031, www.arteamericas.org. 11 a.m.-
5 p.m. Tuesdays-Sundays (until 8 p.m. Thursdays).
$3, $2 seniors and students, younger than 5 free.
Fresno Art Museum, 2233 N. First St., 441-4221,
fresnoartmuseum.org. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesdays-
Sundays and 11 a.m.-8 p.m. Thursdays. $4, $2
students and seniors, free for ages 5 and younger
with an adult. Free admission Sundays and first
Thursday of the month. Exhibits: Theophilus
Brown (paintings); the Drawings of Frank Lobdell,
Elmer Bischoff, Richard Diebenkorn, Nathan Oliveira,
Paul Wonner and Theophilus Brown; Bruce McGaw
(paintings); Art Dreko: The Assemblage Madness of
Jerry Ross Barrish; and, Renée Carriere: Helen’s
Yard, all through Feb. 1.
Fresno Metropolitan Museum, 1515 Van Ness
Ave., 441-1444, www.fresnomet.org. 11 a.m.-
6 p.m. Tuesdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.- 8 p.m.
Thursdays. $9, $7 seniors and students, $5 ages
3-12, free to ages 2 and younger. Admission is free
first Thursday of the month, 5-8 p.m. Exhibits:
Feathered Dinosaurs and the Origin of Flight,
through March 1. Crossroads II: The Meeting of Art
and Science, through August.

GALLERIES
Alliance of California Artists Downtown
Window Gallery, a walk-by gallery visible 24
hours a day, 2120 Kern St., www.allianceof
californiaartists.com, (877) 384-7852. Exhibit:
Alliance of California Artists (mixed media).
ArtHop, a tour of various galleries, 5-8 p.m. first
and third Thursdays of the month. Details: Fresno
Arts Council, 237-9734, www.fresnoarthop.org.
Art’s Sake, 1633 11th St., Reedley, 238-5161.
Exhibits: Robert Weibel (etchings); Ken Foster
(ceramics); Adam Longatti, Jane Ziegler, Francis
Hammon and James Stark.
Ashtree Studios, 1035 N. Fulton Ave., 268-3693.
Exhibit: Ashtree Studios Holiday Exhibition
featuring Sandy Schulte-Day, Donnalee Dunne,
Anne Fraker, Jamie Meadows, Christina Motta,
Aileen Imperatrice and Pat Chimenti, through
Dec. 27.
Bill Bruce Studio, 1752 Van Ness Ave., 970-4581.
Exhibit: Duck-a-Rama by Bill Bruce, through
Dec. 31.
Chris Sorensen Studio, 2223 S. Van Ness Blvd.,
237-4934, cmsartstudio.com. Exhibit: Alliance of
California Artists fine arts show, through Dec. 27.
Christian Art Gallery, 2550 Gettysburg Ave.,
Clovis, 291-1601. Exhibit: Various artists
(Christian-themed art).
Clay Mix, 1003 N. Abby St., 485-0065. Exhibit:
Susan Clusener (ceramics), through Saturday.

Continued on Page 18

By Donald Munro
The Fresno Bee

D iane K. Mosier sweats the
details. On Monday, the
creative force behind this
weekend’s annual “Nutcrack-

er” stood backstage at the Saroyan
Theatre and looked carefully at the
new “drop,” or painted piece of
scenery, that stagehands were
installing. The drop — showing the
ballet’s iconic snow scene — slid
silently into place. Mosier, the ballet’s
artistic director, had ordered a new
version to be painted because the old
drop had water damage.

Most audience members wouldn’t
notice such details. But to Mosier, it
was important to fix.

Such is the whirlwind life of the
head “Nutcracker” the week of
opening. There are countless details
to reckon with: assigning dressing
rooms, coordinating with theater
staff, checking with the box office.
And dealing with the sheer logistics
of having 85 cast members nervously
anticipating their first time on stage.

This “Nutcracker” is the second
local production at the Saroyan
within a month. This version,
presented by the Lively Arts Founda-
tion, is performed by the Central
California Ballet. Here’s a rundown:

! The cast: The youngest perform-
ers are 6 (several play bon-bons). The
oldest is 86: Vito Silecchio, who’s a

parent in the party scene.
! The choreographers: The 2008

edition features individual choreo-
graphic elements by a number of local
ballet teachers and choreographers
including Carla Stallings Lippert,
Kaye Migaki, Shirley Winters, Jimmy
Hao and Ashley Gorden.

! The story line: This version
more closely follows the story of the
original fairy tale. It gives a promi-
nent role to the Mouse Queen, left out
of the original ballet libretto.

! What’s new this year: Mosier
says that much of the show has new
choreography, including “Waltz of the
Flowers” by Winters, “Waltz of the
Snowf lakes” by Hao and a revised
“Battle Scene” by Lippert.

! The accompaniment: Recorded.
! The guest artists: While local

children and adult community
members make up a large number of
the roles, the ballet features some
impressive professional guest artists
from major Bay Area dance compa-
nies as well. David Biers (San Fran-
cisco Opera Ballet) plays the Snow
King. Katie Scherman (LINES) is the
Snow Queen. Scott Pascal and Ashley

Ivory
Mourela-
tos of
Charles
Anderson’s
“Company
C” in
Walnut
Creek will
perform the
Grand Pas
de Deux in
the second act.

! The most
coveted role: In
this version of
“The Nutcracker,”
the girl who gets to take the fanciful
journey to the Land of the Sweets is
named Marie. (She’s referred to as
Clara in other versions.) The role is
played by Rebecca Hambelek, 12, of
Fresno, and Melissa Wu, 13, of Clovis.

! Student rush: Half-price tickets
for college students with valid ID will
be available the day of performance.
" The reporter an be reached at
dmunro@fresnobee.com or (559) 441-
6373. Read his blog at fresnobeehive.
com/donald.

7 / The arts

Get ready for ‘Nutcracker’

The Fresno Metropolitan
Museum is offering Winter
Camp for children Monday,
Tuesday and Dec. 29-31.

The daylong, hands-on
sessions are aimed at
children in first through
sixth grades. The cost is $40
per day ($30 for museum
members). Daily enrollment
is available. Classes will be
held 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Call the
Met, at Van Ness Avenue
and Calaveras Street, at
(559) 441-1444.

Here’s what is on the
schedule:

! Monday: “Plastic or
Paper?” Children explore
artistic creativity by using
everyday objects that can be
recycled. They also learn
the science behind recy-
cling.

! Tuesday: “Re-Made at
the Met” explores the art
and science involving
fabric.

! Dec. 29: “It’s All About
Time” is, well, all about
time. Campers delve into
questions about the history
of time and will make their
own time-keeping devices.

! Dec. 30: “Chinese New
Year” teaches children
about how the Chinese
celebrate the event. Activi-
ties will include making a
lion costume and perform-
ing the traditional lion
dance.

! Dec. 31: “New Year’s
Fun, New York Style” will
teach campers about the
excitement of New Year’s in
the Big Apple, with activi-
ties that include construct-
ing their own Times Square
and ball drop. The children
also will learn about other
New Year’s traditions in the
United States and around
the world.

— The Fresno Bee

‘Espada de Dos Filos’
Arte Americas / 1630 Van Ness Ave. / 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-8 p.m. Thursdays /

(559) 266-2623 or www.arteamericas.org
For the next eight weeks, women artists take

center stage at Arte Américas.
“Espada de Dos Filos” (“Double Edged Sword”)

opened Thursday and runs through Feb. 14. It
features art by 19 women artists from California
and New York City.

The California artists include Sylvia Savala,
Aurora Armijo, Cecilia Aranaydo and Teresa
Flores.

New gallery
Palm and Nees avenues / 10 am.-2 p.m. Tuesdays-Fridays,

or by appointment / (559) 287-8224

A new art gallery has opened in north Fresno,
featuring the work of four area artists.

Gallery at Park Place, at the southwest corner of
Palm and Nees avenues, offers contemporary art in
different mediums: Tomas Panzarino uses still lifes
as his inspiration for colorful paintings on zinc/
metal. Simon DeGruchy is a metal fusion artist.
Tom Greteman does multimedia abstract works.
And Matthew Panzarino works in fine arts photog-
raphy.

Rebecca
Hambelek, 12,

plays Marie.
SPECIAL TO

THE BEE

SHOW INFO
“The Nutcracker,” 2 and 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, 2 p.m. Sunday, Saroyan Theatre,
700 M St. (877) 608-5883, (559) 445-8200,
livelyarts.org. $15-$50

Met offersWinter Camp
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